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Ratna Sagar. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 144 pages. Dimensions: 9.4in. x 7.2in. x 0.4in.The
Merchant of Venice of the Ratna Sagar Shakespeare Series is enriched with text based on the A W Verity edition,
line-by-line translation of text into modern English, plenty of short notes that explain and interpret the text,
summary of each scene, as well as useful commentary on the life and times of Shakespeare, Elizabethan
theatre, literary sources, characters, figures of speech, and artwork that brings to life significant episodes in the
story. This enriched edition of The Merchant of Venice has exhaustive annotations and notes. Set in Venice and
Belmont, the play deals with the themes of friendship, mercy, trust, money, and prejudice. It depicts many
aspects of the society of the times - social classes and segregation, and trading and commerce. The play opens
with Antonio, the merchant of Venice, troubled about his ships at sea. As Bassanio enters the scene, the
audience gets a clear picture of the affection that Antonio holds for him. Bassanio pours out his heart to
Antonio about his desire to marry the beautiful and rich heiress Portia in Belmont. It is revealed that Bassanio is
an extravagant youth, who has spent most of his inheritance, and wishes to marry Portia partly out of love, and
partly to repair his fortunes. It is usual for Bassanio to ask Antonio for financial aid, and he does so now again.
But Antonios fortunes are at sea, and he asks Bassanio to take credit in his name from whoever is willing to
lend in Venice. This leads Antonio to enter into a hazardous bond with the hard-hearted Jew Shylock. In

Belmont, Portia is overwhelmed by a constant line of suitors, who come to undertake her late fathers challenge
and win her hand...
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