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Excerpt: . .. 11 Thus far in this conflict, thankfully, confirmed reports of civilian casualties have been limited.
The Government has implemented, in cooperation with the ICRC, OSCE, and NGOs, a series of unilateral cease-
fires, including most recently on June 11, seeking to minimize collateral damage and avoid civilian casualties.
We applaud the Governments latest cease-fire as an important show of restraint in the face of provocations by
the extremists, coming on the heels of the NLA occupation of Aracinovo. We will continue to impress upon
Macedonias political and military lead-ership the need for caution. The ongoing military standoff makes all the
more urgent the need for progress on the political front. The formation of the National Unity Government on
April 13, encompassing all of the major parliamentary parties, including both major ethnic Albanian parties,
was an important step. This move has the strong support of the United States and the international community,
as it clearly demonstrates the na-tional political consensus in Macedonia against violence and in support of the
polit-ical process. Progress in the political dialogue has been far too slow. Events on the ground have
continually strained the functioning of the Government coalition and progress on the political track. The
signatures of two Albanian parties on a political declara-tion May 22 with a spokesman for the NLA created a
political crisis within the coa-lition. The international community, including the United States, rejected this dec-
laration, which did not include even a rhetorical commitment by the NLA to...
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