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indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: .contagion ordinarily extends is singularly small (p. 574). It appears to me
that this conclusion, at any rate so far as direct infection from mouth to mouth is concerned, is justified by the
following considerations: --a. That the statistical evidence for such infection is almost valueless. For it has been
shown that the number of cases of supposed infection falls short of what it should be, even on the hypothesis
that the disease is not contagious (see the result of the application of Dr. Longstaffs formula, in the Collective
Investigation Record ). b. That most, if not all, the cases recorded are placed out of court by the impossibility of
ascertaining that they were due to direct infection, and that they did not arise from the presence in the
dwellings of tuberculous material under the form of dust. c. That if phthisis be directly conveyed from person to
person, it is difficult to see why it should be affected by the nature of the subsoil of dwellings; and why its
prevalence should be so greatly diminished by a decrease in the wetness of soil. d. That the influence of altitude
upon the disease presents difficulties similar to the last. e. That, if the simple contagion theory were true,
hospitals for consumption should have been, at any rate in the past, centres and hotbeds of infection; but the
universal testimony of physicians to these institutions is that no conveyance of the disease can be traced, in
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