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indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 Excerpt: .covered with pollen-grains. The pistils will very likely be ripe in the next
buttercups it flies to; then the ripe pollen-grains that are shaken off the hairs will enter the pistils and be carried
by the pollen-tubes down into the seeds. This is the way that insects fly from flower to flower, leaving the pollen
and taking away the honey, which well repays them for all their labour. On a fine summer s day, when you go
into the country, you must watch, and you will see that every coloured flower is visited by some kind of insect,
and if you examine the tiniest flower with your little glass, you will find a little workman busy within. If you listen
as well as watch, you will hear their voices, for they fill the air with a soft murmuring noise that sounds as if
they were talking together and enjoying their work. The honey-gland in some flowers, like the Honeysuckle, is
very long and deep; the insect, therefore, that visits these flowers must have a long proboscis. In hot countries,
where wild flowers grow to be very large, the honey-glands are so long that only humming-birds with their long
slender bills can take out the honey and carry the pollen. | have told you that stamens are always placed round
the pistils in all perfect flowers, except those belonging to the Orchid family. Orchids have generally only one
perfect stamen which stands on the top of the...
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