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Finally, and perhaps most importantly, education reform must feature account-ability. This includes both
student accountability and adult accountability. Since the class of 2003, passing the 10th-grade MCAS in both
English and Math has been a graduation requirement, and we now have 96 of our high school stu-dents
reaching that goal. If | had to single out one feature that has played the greatest role in mobilizing our system
and focusing attention on academic achieve-ment, particularly in disadvantaged districts, this would be it. We
faced a lot of op-position, particularly from the teachers unions and some suburban districts, when we first
implemented the test as a graduation requirement, but thanks to a firm bipartisan commitment by Democratic
legislative leaders and Republican governors, we stayed the course. This took some guts - and a lot of faith in
our students and teachers - because the early pilot test results were not promising. As this chart shows, half the
students were failing the math exam. But in the run-up to 2001, when the 10th-grade tests started counting for
graduation, things changed. Students and teachers focused their efforts; schools changed practices in myriad
ways, including such measures as double-blocks in math and English. The state appropriated tens of millions of
dol-lars for remedial programs - including after-school and summer programs - to make up for deficiencies
that existed before standards took hold. The result of this con-certed effort was a dramatic improvement,
particularly in our...
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