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. . appeared to be aware that there were such viscera as the heart, lungs, and liver, but had no notion of their
real situation, or, like the Mock Doctor in Moliere, placed them on the wrong sides of the body. The Chinese do
not even know the distinction between arteries and veins, and not a syllable of the function of the lungs in
oxygenizing the blood, and getting rid of its superfluous carbon. Of the existence of certain sympathies between
the diBerent viscera, and of derangement being communicated to one by the disorders of another, they might
seem to have some glimmering, and to express it strangely by calling the heart the husband, and the lungsthe
wife, and c. --Chinese, vol. ii. p. 284. same earnestness with which you have often solicited the public; answer me,
I say, at once, without having recourse to your physical dictionary, which of those three disorders, incident to
the human body, is the most fatal, the syncope, parenthesis, or apoplexy I beg your reply may be as public as
this my demand. I am, as hereaFer may be, your admirer, or your rival. Adieu. LETTER LXIX. THE FEAR OF MAD
DOGS RIDICULED. f To the same. Indulgent nature seems to have exempted this island from many of those
epidemic evils which are so fatal in other parts of the world. A want of rain but for a few days beyond the
expected season in China, spreads famine, desolation, and terror, over the whole country:...
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